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Advisor Profile. 
 

Matt Burgess  
Head of Sports Entertainment 
Partner, Gild Legal 
 
Bachelor of Laws 
Grad Dip Sports Law  
 
Mobile + 61 405 722 739 
 
Email matt.burgess@thegildgroup.com  
 
Website  www.thegildgroup.com  

 
 

 
Matt’s Experience 
 
Matt Burgess is one of the most experienced professional action sports executives in the world. His unique 
experience across professional and amateur action and lifestyle sports has seen him advise and lead sports, 
teams, and athletes across the globe, in particular the US and Australia, including Head of Integrity and acting 
General Counsel for World Surf League.  
 
Matt has practiced in sports and entertainment law for more than 17 years representing clients of all sizes and 
types in this dynamic industry. Recent work includes drafting the “Lifestyle and Action Sports Hub Strategy 
Paper for the 2032 Olympics in South-East Queensland” on behalf of the Queensland Academy of Sport and 
brokering commercial and operational opportunities for the WPGA Tour of Australia and PGA Tour of Australia 
(Golf), advising Bond University on their Investment Into e-sports and commercial strategy for wave pools in the 
USA. 
 
Matt's legal expertise Includes lead counsel on multi-jurisdictional content/broadcast deals for global rights 
holders, production rights and funding deals, full event diligence over multiple territories, talent CBA 
negotiation, representation for brands and sport's governing bodies and structuring of international networks 
of companies to execute global strategy or operations. He has held multiple leadership and executive positions 
including CEO for Loyals Rugby (USA), Hamptons Life (Syd), strategic lead for clients like Bond University and 
Usher Cup and been responsible for commercial strategy for breakaway projects like The Athena (Golf) and 

mailto:matt.burgess@thegildgroup.com
http://www.thegildgroup.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mattpburgess/
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Urban Sport Fest (Action Sport) each with international market reach and live broadcast distribution with Fox 
Sports and /Kayo.  
 
He holds current Board roles with Global Action Sports Foundation in California, Sports Gold Coast, Tweed 
Seagulls, Sports Gold Coast, is Chair/President of Bowls Australia and Chair of the High-Performance Selection 
Committee for Skateboarding in Australia. 
 
Matt brings the deep and various expertise of The Gild Group team to the sports market. "Sports 
entertainment" is when sports commercialise their product via an expanding market of opportunities to do 
so, and we help navigate the best opportunities in front of our clients. The agility and skills of the Gild team 
are especially suitable to a dynamic sports entertainment.  

 
Areas of Expertise 
 
Content and Media: 
• Broadcast agreements, including to overseas markets 
• Influencer advice and business structuring 
• Tax-related advice involving contractors and different jurisdictions 
• Marketing regulations for public broadcast of content 
• Opportunities for government grants for creative Industry. 
• Advertising agreements 

 
Sports:  
• Negotiation for rights with players, events or broadcasters 
• Athlete agreements of CBA preparation/diligence 
• Diligence on new projects and concepts for potential Investment  
• Commercial arrangements with brands or tourism partners 
• Legal structuring (or re-structuring) to achieve the purposes of your organisation 
• Strategy for market Introduction of a sport, product, team or athlete 
• Marketing roll-out of a new strategy, and the modelling justifying the same. 
• Rights management system establishment. 
 
Rights Managers or Agencies: 
• Client agreement arrangements 
• Brand deals 
• Mother agent agreements 
• Talent contracting, processes, and execution strategy 
• Business structuring for clients 
• Post-Career development strategy for clients 
• Market Introduction diligence and strategy 
• Commercial agreements for rights management 
• Content production agreements 
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Innovation as a Service: 
• Building investible opportunities within sports entertainment to satisfy “Innovation” strategy 

businesses adopt 
• Sports betting strategy and implementation 
• Gaming (inc esports) strategy and implementation 
• Grant sourcing 
• Web3 and NFT strategy 
• Content platform and broadcast advice 


